
Will the entire community of Shoal Lake 
Cree Nation benefit from the East Central 
First Nations Education Partnership?
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The short answer is Yes.  All members of the 
community of Shoal Lake Cree Nation will 
benefit from the creation of an independent 
Education Authority.  
The authority will be known as the East Central 
First Nations Education Authority and initially 
the authority will deliver education services in 
the communities of Cumberland House Cree 
Nation, James Smith Cree Nation and Shoal 
Lake Cree Nation.
While the list of benefits is long, it is important 
to review some of the more important ones.

More Financial Resources for  
the classroom
Presently, education in each of the three 
communities is managed by the Chief and 
Council of each First Nation.  Funding for 
education flows to the Chief and Council and 
other education service providers (Prince Albert 
Grand Council (PAGC), and  provincial school 
divisions).  This creates multiple streams of 
funding, multiple administration fees and a lack 
of coordination for services which could lead 
to funding being spent in areas that do not 
support the students in the school.
Under an independent Education Authority, 
funding for Education would flow directly to 
the authority from the Government of Canada 
through Indigenous Services Canada.  The 
Education Authority would be mandated to 
spend all the funding directly on education 
services in the funding agreement with 
Canada.  The Education Authority would have 
a permanent board of directors who would be 
accountable to the three communities and the 
Chiefs and Councils in the three communities.

More Opportunities for Students
The amount of funding provided to the 
Education Authority would be based on 
negotiations and the amount would be 
comparable with provincial funding.  This means 
that there would be more money available 
for the Education Authority and this funding 
would be consistent and stable year after year.  
For example, presently the Wachik Education 
Complex has a room set aside for industrial 
arts or shop class.  However, the class has not 
operated for years because there has been 

no money to pay for a teacher.  Who will 
benefit at Shoal Lake Cree Nation from having 
a functioning industrial arts or shop class?  
Students, parents and the entire community 
would benefit because students attending 
Wachik would have more classroom options.

The community could get involved  
in the curriculum development
The options for students would not be limited 
to an industrial arts or shop class or learning the 
basics of trades.  Those students who wanted to 
learn home economics such as cooking, sewing 
and the basics of finance benefit because these 
courses could be offered under an Education 
Authority.  Under an Education Authority, 
classes could be expanded to other areas to 
including culture, language and traditions.  The 
community of Shoal Lake Cree Nation can be 
involved in adapting the local needs of the 
community into the curriculum offered at the 
Wachik Education Complex.  Who will benefit 
at Shoal Lake Cree Nation from having more 
programming at the school?  Students, parents 
and the entire community would benefit.

More financial resources would  
provide better results
In general, the entire community of Shoal 
Lake Cree Nation would benefit from having 
more financial resources spent per student as 
the quality and relevance of education would 
improve, academic standards would improve, and 
student outcomes such as retention, completion 
and graduation rates would improve.  Who would 
benefit from better student outcomes and more 
money being spent in the classroom?  Students, 
parents and the entire community.

More technology for students
Students at Wachik Education Complex presently 
have limited access to up-to-date technology in 
the classroom.  Under an Education Authority, 
additional funding will be spent to bring more 
up-to-date technology into the classroom.  Who 
would benefit from more up-to-date technology 
in the classroom?  The students, parents and 
the community as a whole would because the 
students will learn how to use the technology to 
improve their learning experience.
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More cultural and recreational 
opportunities
At Wachik Education Complex, 
students have little to no opportunity 
to engage with students at nearby 

schools and participate in cultural 
and recreational opportunities. There 

is no money for such activities.  Under 
an Education Authority, there would be 

funds to introduce such opportunities and 
organize such activities so that students can 
interact with other students from surrounding 
communities.  In concert with such cultural 
and recreational opportunities, other 
opportunities could be offered in areas such 
as dance, music and theatre.

A complete education program 
An Education Authority would mean that 
early childhood education can be offered and 
amalgamated into a complete community 
education program so youngsters can begin 
the learning process earlier and then move 
on to primary and secondary schooling.  Who 
would benefit from a complete community 
education program?  The entire community.

Quicker response when repairs  
are needed
Presently, the Wachik Education Complex 
could use a number of repairs.  Under the 
present system, Shoal Lake Cree Nation’s 
request for repairs to the school go on a 
list that is called the capital plan for the 
Saskatchewan Region.  This plan lists all 
the infrastructure requirements for all First 
Nations in Saskatchewan.  It can literally take 
years for the repairs to be performed.  Under 
an Education Authority, the authority will be 
responsible for maintaining school buildings.  
Such repairs would be performed in a timely 
manner.  The students, parents, teachers and 
entire community would benefit from having  
a school that is in top-notch shape.

Second level services delivered  
when needed
Under an Education Authority, the authority 
could provide Second Level Support Services 
to students in the three schools on a timely 
basis.  Presently, services are provided by the 
Prince Albert Grand Council and assessment 
of students can take years.  Who benefits from 
a slow response time for students who require 
assessments?  Not the students, nor the 
parents and not the community.

Teachers would benefit
Teachers teaching in an education system 
operated by an Education Authority would 
benefit by becoming employees of the 
authority.  This would remove them from 
the political interference of a new Chief and 
Council.  Teacher’s salaries would rise and be 
on par with other teachers in the province.  
There would be much more professional growth 
and learning opportunities for teachers. The 
teachers at Shoal Lake would certainly benefit 
in many ways from working under an Education 
Authority.

Chief and Council could focus on 
matters other than education
Chief and Council of the Shoal Lake Cree Nation 
would also benefit from having an Education 
Authority be responsible for the delivery of 
education services.  They would no longer have 
to worry about finding dollars for education and 
they would not have to listen to complaints from 
parents about the education system at Shoal 
Lake.  The Education Authority would solely be 
responsible for education services at Shoal Lake 
Cree Nation.  The Chief and Council could then 
concentrate on other pressing matters.

Band Council Resolution
The Chief and Council at Shoal Lake Cree 
Nation have signed a band council Resolution 
supporting Shoal Lake Cree Nation’s 
participation in an independent Education 
Authority.  Surveys completed by members 
of the Shoal Lake Cree Nation indicate a 
majority of members want to move forward 
with developing an independent Education 
Authority.  No referendum is needed to 
participate in the Education Authority as the 
majority of the membership is supportive.

Conclusion
Other First Nations such as the Ermineskin, 
Louis Bull, Montana and Samson have formed 
an independent Education Authority to deliver 
education services.  At Maskwacis, formerly 
called Hobbema, the Maskwacis Education 
Schools Commission is delivering education 
services through an independent authority.
Members of Shoal Lake Cree Nation such 
as Councillor Eldon Whitecap and Audrey 
Whitecap have travelled to Maskwacis 
and viewed first hand what the authority is 
doing to improve education.  They spoke to 
representatives of Maskwacis.  Members of 
Shoal Lake Cree Nation who still have doubts 
about the authority should speak with them.


