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Introduction
Reflections 2.0 is a continuation of Reflections, the story of the East Central First
Nations Education Partnership’s first year in assuming responsibility for the Bernard
Constant Community School at James Smith Cree Nation and Nisto Awasisak
Memorial School at Cumberland House Cree Nation.
This publication tells the stories of instructing students at the schools by the teachers
teaching from Nursery and Kindergarten to Grade 12. Visitors to the website are
encouraged to view the stories and discover the committed and dedicated individuals
who comprised the teams. This teaching occurred during a time that was both
challenging and unprecedented as the communities of Cumberland House and
James Smith Cree Nation faced the pandemic brought on by the COVID-19 virus.
We hope you enjoy reading the stories of this companion publication to Reflections
as teachers describe in their own words what transpired. From these articles, we
hope you conclude as I have that the teachers love teaching in these communities
and go the extra step for their students so that they enjoy and prosper at school.

Randy Constant
Director of Education
East Central First Nations Education Partnership

Bernard Constant Community School

Nisto Awasisak Memorial School
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Ida Burns, Mathematics
Catalyst at Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
continuing with Mathletics
during the pandemic and
delivering homework and food
packages.
Ida Burns has been teaching for about 40
years, with 35 of those years as a teacher
at James Smith Cree Nation. Mrs. Burns
taught Grades 2 and 3 for many years
at Bernard Constant Community School
(BCCS). In April of 2019, she became the
Math Catalyst.
Mrs. Burns attended Central School at
James Smith Cree Nation and then obtained her Standard “A” Certificate. She
then went on to the University of Regina
where she obtained a Bachelor of Education in 1980. The first school she taught at
was in Montreal Lake Cree Nation where
she taught for four years.

Ida Burns

used in Canada since 2010 and has been
offered at BCCS since 2013.

Her mother, the late Verna Whitehead, was
a Cree Teacher at BCCS. Two of her brothers, Mervin and Roger Whitehead, teach at
BCCS. Her mother encouraged her to become a teacher. “We both graduated at the
same time in 1980 and my mother wanted all her kids to go to school and have a
career. She was adamant that she did not
want us living on assistance and wanted us
all to do something with our lives. She was
my role model and my best friend.”

Along with the Mathletics Program, the
Math team administers a standardized test
for all students from Kindergarten to Grade
9 called Basic Concepts of Math or BCM.
The BCM is a standardized test that measures what a student should know in Mathematics and areas they need to improve in.
There are many resources in the Mathletics
Program that coincides with the BCM. This
test tells them what they need to work on
and what they have learned during the previous year, according to Mrs. Burns. “We
started doing the BCM testing in the fall and
now it is May and we are still not finished,”
said Mrs. Burns, referencing the closure of
the school from October till near the end of
January and then the closure again extending the Easter break.

At BCCS, the program Mathletics is offered
to all students up to Grade 12. This program is used around the world. It has been

Mrs. Burns worked on a team that delivered
homework packages and food hampers.
“We cooked, packaged food and delivered
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to designated houses. “We sent the Mathletics user names and passwords to the
teachers to put in the homework packages,” said Mrs. Burns. “Parents were grateful for the breakfast and lunch packages.”
Assisting Mrs. Burns are two mathematic
tutors, with one covering the high school
grades and the other covering the middle
Grades of 6 to 9. Mrs. Burns’ work focuses on the students from Kindergarten to
Grade 5.

teachers. By participating in these workshops, you get new ideas, whether it be
on numeracy or all other Professional Development workshops. The pay system
that has been established by the Partnership is working well and teachers have
great benefits and pensions.”

Students having difficulties learning certain concepts receive one on one tutoring.
Near the end of the year, the high school
tutor is busy assisting students one on one.
In Saskatchewan, Mathematics is a compulsory subject up to Grade 12.
Mrs. Burns sees good developments coming from the East Central First Nations Education Partnership operating the school.
“Our Math Program is well funded, and
we have money to order material that we
need for classes. The Partnership offers
enlightening professional development for

Tutoring: (left to right) Mathematics Tutor Kelly
Burns works with Alice Daniels on counting
tens and ones.

One on one learning: (left to right) Ida Burns the Mathematics Catalyst at Bernard Constant Community
School works with Mia Sanderson on place blocks up to 100.

6

on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Charlene Constant,
Grade 4 Teacher at Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
mastering the use of Google
Classroom, delivering online
learning to students and
working with her students on
their writing skills.
Students today live in a technological world
and learning to navigate this world is extremely beneficial for their future, according
to the Grade 4 Teacher Charlene Constant
at Bernard Constant Community School
(BCCS). “As the world progresses, we
need to keep up as a community or we’ll
get left behind. Exposing more people to
technology and then positively using the
technology will enhance their future,” notes
Ms. Constant.
Ms. Constant continues, “Computers are
not just for playing games. Computers
can nurture a child’s creativity and in doing
so, they will benefit from the nurturing for
a lifetime. I believe all teachers should
be striving for using technology in their
classroom and I want my students to be
equipped with the skills needed to master
the technology so they can be successful
in this day and age.”
An accomplishment for Ms. Constant
during the Year-in-Review 2020-2021 is she
learned how to use and implement Google
Classroom to teach her students online. “It
helped a great deal during distance learning
when BCCS was closed between October
21 and January 25,” she said.

Charlene Constant Grade 4 Teacher

Another accomplishment Ms. Constant
describes for herself is the research she has
performed by participating in webinars regarding technology. “I have attended many
online conferences and I believe the more I
can learn about technology, the more I can
pass on to my students by using technology in fun and engaging ways.” She uses
the research knowledge she has gained to
transfer that to her classroom.
Ms. Constant is using computer tools such
as Flipgrid, Jamboard, Kahoot and Padlet in
her classroom to engage her students using
technology instead of pencils and paper.
Flipgrid is a website that teachers can use to
facilitate video discussions. Google Jamboard is basically just a 55-inch 4K display
that you can use as a typical digital whiteboard. Kahoot is a free student-response
tool for administering quizzes, facilitating
discussions and collecting survey data.
Padlet is an online post-it board that can be
shared with any teacher or student by pro-
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viding them with a link. All of these tools are
designed to allow students to develop their
imagination and resourcefulness.
A member of the James Smith Cree Nation, she has been teaching at BCCS for 17
years. Ms. Constant went to high school in
Melfort and obtained her General Education
Diploma in the early 1990s. She became
an Educational Assistant for three years
before going to the Saskatchewan Urban
Native Teacher Education (SUNTEP) Program, graduating with a Bachelor of Education with a major in Native Studies and a
minor in Drama.

At BCCS, Ms. Consant has taught Grade
1, a combined Grade 1 and 2, Grade 8 and
Grade 4. She has always wanted to be
a teacher, as it was something that she
knew she could do.
Ms. Constant has noticed changes at BCCS
during the Year-in-Review when the Partnership started operating BCCS. “I have noticed more professional development, along
with lots of textbooks for classes such as
social studies, sciences and mathematics. I
see more money being spent in the classrooms,” said Ms. Constant.

Students in Grade 4 Classroom: (standing, sitting left, right and front) Johnny
Burns, Honey Head, Mercedes Daniels and Isaiah Sanderson are using their iPads to
control some robots.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Wendy Constant,
Nursery and Kindergarten Teacher at
Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
preparing hot lunches and
watching the students
practice good hygiene and not
forgetting to wear their masks.
Wendy Constant, the Nursery and Kindergarten Teacher at Bernard Constant Community School (BCCS) has wanted to be
a teacher since the days when she was a
child playing with her sister Priscilla.
“My sister and I played school and ever
since then, I wanted to be a teacher,”
said Mrs. Constant, “and give back to my
community.”
She enjoys teaching students in these
grades because she says, “The kids at this
age are so funny, they have so much energy and they bring the best out of life.”
Mrs. Constant, a member of the James
Smith Cree Nation, has been teaching at
BCCS since 2006. She attended BCCS
and graduated from Grade 12 in 1992. After graduation, Mrs. Constant attended CDI
College for Office Administration in Regina, then went to what was then called the
Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science
and Technology (SIAST) and now called
Saskatchewan Polytechnic in Regina for
the Early Childhood Education.
At Scott Collegiate in Regina, she began
her working career at an Indigenous Daycare caring for toddlers.

Wendy Constant

After this, she returned home and started
working at BCCS teaching Nursery students. In her class in the Year-in-Review
from April 1, 2020, to March 31, 2021, there
are 21 Nursery students and 20 Kindergarten students. Included in the totals are
three students in Nursery and six in Kindergarten who are being homeschooled.
These nine students did not return after
BCCS reopened in January of 2021. For
the students being homeschooled, she prepares homework packages that are sent to
the homes of the students.
The students in Nursery and Kindergarten
attended in two groups, group one attends
Monday and Wednesday, with group two
on Tuesday and Thursday. The little tykes
are conscientious about hand sanitizing and
wearing masks all day and two sit at a table
divided by shields. “If one of them forgets
to put on a mask, all the kids remind them
to put on their mask,” said Mrs. Constant.
There is one learning centre for each child.
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Mrs. Constant says the focus on learning for the students when the school was
closed was on English Language Arts and
Mathematics.

The Education Assistants are Melissa
Sanderson for the Kindergarten students
and Maxime Oppnechaw and Delma
Sanderson for the Nursery students.

When BCCS was initially closed, Mrs. Constant participated in cooking hot lunches
on the Team called Love which had a small
number of team members. Two members
of the team delivered 22 hot lunches to
designated households. “When we came
with the hot lunches, the kids would come
out and greet us and they were so happy
and grateful and had the biggest smiles,”
she said.

Commenting on these students learning
Literacy and Mathematics, Mrs. Constant
says, “For all the years I have been teaching, if the Nursery students grasp the
concepts along the way, they will do well in
future years.”

When the school reopened, Mrs. Constant said, “You could see how excited the
children were to be back at school. They
missed us and missed one another. When
one student did not come back to school,
the students verbally missed them, which is
good to see.”
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Josh DePeel, High
School Mathematics Teacher at Bernard
Constant Community
School
Accomplishments include
teaching students through
Google Classroom and being
available for students to
contact at a time they choose,
such as evenings.
Josh DePeel is the High School Mathematics Teacher at Bernard Constant Community School providing instruction to Grade 10,
11 and 12 students and has become the
resident expert in using Google Classroom.
“I became the resident expert on Google
Classroom by default, not by choice,” said.
Mr. DePeel. “Probably because I have
some expertise in this area.”
Mr. DePeel likes teaching at BCCS. He
started teaching at James Smith Cree Nation in January of 2020. He enjoys having
his own classroom and that is something
he always wanted to have. However,
he admits that COVID-19 has disrupted
his plans as the school has been closed
and online learning has become the main
teaching method.
Residing in Prince Albert, Mr. DePeel makes
the commute to the school in about 45 minutes. He likes to start the commute from
his home a little earlier, so it allows him to
arrive earlier and take in the surroundings.
“I enjoy the view, the openness, and I love
listening to the wildlife, there are so many
different types of animals on the reserve

Josh DePeel

and their noises carry, I am particularly
enjoying the sounds of the birds. Birds are
interesting and the numerous birds near the
school have piqued my curiosity,” he said.
A teacher for the past eight years, Mr. DePeel has been a substitute teacher for most
of this time. He was a substitute teacher
at the Saskatchewan Penitentiary west of
Prince Albert teaching an adult education
course and high school Mathematics and
English to 24 inmates. Mr. DePeel describes how he met one of his students in
Saskatoon from the penitentiary after the
former inmate had completed his studies
and been released. “I ran into him just after
his graduation and he mentioned he was
working for his Dad. I congratulated him on
his success and wished him well,” he said.
Born in Prince Albert, he was raised in
Saskatoon until Grade 9 and then his family moved back to Prince Albert where he
graduated from the Prince Albert Collegiate
Institute in 2007. He then attended the
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Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher Education Program (SUNTEP) in Prince Albert
and graduated with a Bachelor of Education with a minor in English.
The high school teacher has known since
he was a youngster that he wanted a career being in the classroom. He explains,
“When I was a very young kid, I liked the
idea initially of me talking and having someone listening to me, then the moment when
the lightbulb in my head went off, I knew I
could apply it without a ton of help. Before
Grade 6 I started helping other students in
my class because I was so far ahead.”
Mr. DePeel has Indigenous ancestry in his
background and notes that online learning
at BCCS was difficult for some students as
the internet was not strong in some of the
homes of his students, and there was data
overload as too many persons in the home
were using the same Wi-Fi.
Mathematics in Grades 10, 11 and 12 is
compulsory in Saskatchewan and during the
quad semester system, which has four parts

during the year, he would have about 40 to
50 students in each quad. “I would communicate with my students via Facebook
and Messenger,” he noted. “If a student
wanted to talk to me at 10 pm, I would
make myself available. I am sure if there is
another period when the school is closed for
in-class learning, the participation level will
increase. For the high school Grades, 10
to 12, students each have a computer that
must be returned by graduating students.”
During the start of the school year in September of 2020, he was impressed that all
the personal protective equipment needed
was available and how all the teachers
pitched in and worked together in teams
to get the job done. “We had masks, hand
sanitizing equipment and cleaning supplies to make sure the schools were sanitized. We had a group of teachers who
would contact both the students and their
parents to see how they were doing, and
we had another team of teachers deliver
food packages.”

Mathematics Class: Teacher Josh DePeel teaching mathematics to Bernard Constant Community School
student Nathaniel Consant.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Brenda Greyeyes, High
School Teacher at Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
mastering the use of Google
Classroom, delivering online
learning to students and
working with her students on
their writing skills.
Brenda Greyeyes, a member of the
Sagkeeng First Nation in Manitoba, grew
up living in a number of communities in
the three Prairie provinces. Her father,
Eugene Courchene, worked for Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada and when he was
promoted, they would have to move. Ms.
Greyeyes attended many schools and
graduated from St. John’s High School in
Winnipeg. Following high school graduation, she pursued post-secondary studies
in Native Studies and Political Studies at
the University of Manitoba, then Education
at the University of Saskatchewan.
In the mid 1990s she began her teaching
career and in 2015 she started teaching at
Bernard Constant Community School as a
substitute. Within one month, Ms. Greyeyes became a regular teacher.
Ms. Greyeyes teaches a number of courses at BCCS. The courses include modified
Mathematics and English for Grade 10,
Information Processing (keyboarding, the
business side of careers and technology) for
Grades 10, 11 and 12, Creative Writing and
Native Studies Grade 11, Energy and Mines
Grade 10, Mathematics 11 and Mathematics
21, English Language Arts A 11 and B 11.

Brenda Greyeyes

At the beginning of the pandemic, the
school was closed from March to June of
2020. Ms. Greyeyes had to learn quickly
how to utilize the Google Classroom Platform, “I had to distance teach students
online. As a staff member, we worked
in teams to make and deliver homework
packages, laptops and food packages to all
students,” said Ms. Greyeyes. “We continued to provide the best possible education
for the students following COVID-19 and
the Community Guidelines. The teachers
continued with Zoom meetings online for
updates and professional outcomes for
education at BCCS.”
Ms. Greyeyes believes the students were
given continuous opportunities to complete their education goals. “The pandemic
response by the school to do everything
possible to provide continued access to
classes and education at the school has
impacted everyone.”
BCCS was closed from the middle of Oc-
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tober to almost the end of January in the
Year-in-Review 2020-2021. Even though
there was a lockdown, Ms. Greyeyes provided support to the struggling students
by going to the school to assist them. She
continued with online learning for her students and tried to be creative in managing
the classes online. Ms. Greyeyes uploaded a novel and the play Macbeth in pdf
format which was part of the curriculum for
an English course.
Ms. Greyeyes recalls the reception she
received when delivering either homework
or food packages in the community. “I
received a good reception, members were
very happy to see me. People were smiling
and glad to see me.”

“There has been more training for teachers during this year, especially showing us
how to use Google Classroom, with a focus on logging on and the features of the
software,” noted Ms. Greyeyes. Laptops
were provided to all Grade 12 students
and for the other students, one laptop was
provided per family.
“I worked diligently to keep in touch with
my students using emails and texting with
students as I wanted the good rapport I
have with the students to continue,” said
Ms. Greyeyes.

Students working: (back left clockwise) Kaydon Burns, Grade 12, (standing) Education Assistant Gina Sanderson, (not pictured) Damon Burns, Grade 11, and Nathaniel Constant, Grade 11.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Michelle Head,
Grade 8 Teacher at Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
delivering online learning to
students and working with her
students on their writing skills.
Michelle Head is the Grade 8 Teacher
at Bernard Constant Community School
(BCCS) and knew she wanted to be a
teacher when she was in Grade 4. Mrs.
Head explains, “I had a really great teacher, Lisa Cantelon, who was just awesome.
She served as a role model for me wanting
to be a teacher.”
A member of the Peter Chapman Band,
she started teaching at BCCS in September of 2019. Working at BCCS was her
first position as a teacher. She graduated
from the First Nations University Campus
in Prince Albert in 2019 with a Bachelor of
Education.
Mrs. Head enjoys being in front of the class
and teaching, engaging her students by
discussion. “I like seeing them grow, mature and develop,” she said.
While BCCS was closed due to the pandemic from October to January she
achieved an accomplishment, preparing
and planning for online learning with her
students using Google Classroom. She
expected her students to complete the
assignments through this tool as well as attend Google Meet Sessions to help further
understand their assignments. One laptop
was assigned to each family to use for students to learn online.

Michelle Head

Mrs. Head had 30 students in her classroom at the time of the closure of BCCS.
There were issues with the Wi-Fi, as several students lived outside of the village
at James Smith Cree Nation and others
had access problems and could not login. “I was disappointed with the number
of students who participated in online
learning,” said Mrs. Head. “Though I had
some students who faithfully logged in and
participated. I made homework packages
for students who requested them. I was
involved in delivering food packages for
students and that was a good experience
for me. When the students returned to the
classroom, I had to go over material that I
had taught previously.”
“In today’s world, we live in a world of technology. Using Google Classroom is a good
way for students to practice their computer
skills, and at the same time they are practicing their Literacy and Mathematic skills,”
noted Mrs. Head.
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Mrs. Head is working with the students to
prepare them for the high school grades
that they will be entering next year. One of
her main focuses is on having the students
practice their writing skills. She believes
in Grade 8, students should know how to
write a narrative, an opinion and informative pieces of writing. The Grade 8 Teacher has concentrated her teachings with the
students, showing how to use the writing
process to gather and organize their ideas
for any of their writing assignments. Mrs.
Head believes that writing assignments will
help students prepare for thinking critically
and writing essays in future grades.
Another one of the areas that Mrs. Head
has emphasized is creating a safe learning
environment in her classroom. She stresses that students in her class must be respectful of everyone’s ideas and answers.
“The educational assistants and I encourage and assist whenever a student needs it

to ensure a particular student is getting the
attention they need,” she said.
Mrs. Head has noticed some changes at
BCCS since the East Central First Nations
Education Partnership has taken over responsibility for operating the school. “This
year we have a lot more access to supplies
and technology. When we returned from
the school closure in January, we were given a cartload of laptops to go online in the
classroom,” she said.
Professional development is another area
where Mrs. Head has noticed changes. “I
received some training in assisting students
to go online. It seems there is a lot more
opportunity for training, as almost every Friday professional development is being held
for the teachers and educational assistants.
Learning for teachers never stops, you must
keep abreast of the latest developments as
teaching is a changing environment.”

Students in Mrs. Head’s Grade 8 Class working on an assignment: (front left to right) Nyesha Constant,
Lake Constant and Darren Sanderson (in the back) work on Practical and Applied Arts subject in the class.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Fayth Kaiswatum, SocialEmotional Teacher at Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
developing a Social-Emotional
Learning Program with
five main areas of social
development.
Fayth Kaiswatum’s parents are both teachers
and they encouraged her to become a teacher. The Year-in-Review 2020-2021 represents
her first year of teaching at Bernard Constant
Community School. The position Ms. Kaiswatum holds is the Social-Emotional Teacher and this is a new position at the school.
She indicates that such students were once
taught by the Special Education Teacher but
the workload was too much for her, so a new
position was created.
A member of the Chakastaypasin Band, Ms.
Kaiswatum attended BCCS and was a 2016
graduate. After graduating from BCCS, she
attended the Saskatchewan Urban Native
Teacher Education Program (SUNTEP) in
Prince Albert, graduating in 2020 with a
Bachelor of Education with a major in Indigenous Studies and a minor in English.
Ms. Kaiswatum has 12 students in her class
ranging from Grades 3 to 11. The students
in her class are in the Social-Emotional class
due to several issues, according to Ms. Kaiswatum. “These issues may include stability
at home, being introverted, not understanding
how to talk, difficulty paying attention and
personality disorders. My approach is to
target the behaviours and work with the students to improve these behaviours.”

Fayth Kaiswatum

She comments further, “I was able to obtain
a curriculum to teach my students. While
attending SUNTEP, I attended extra classes for exceptional learners. The program in
the class focuses on building and nurturing
the importance of understanding actions,
feelings/emotions, relationship skills, social
awareness and social skills. Each student’s
learning differs and their work is done verbally, through a written form or drawn.”
The parents of students in the Social-Emotional Class must provide their consent to
allow their child to obtain extra help. Ms.
Kaiswatum says, “Some parents appreciate
their child being in the class and receiving
the extra help, while others are reluctant to
place their child in the class and they move
away. The good news though is the amount
of reluctance is diminishing.”
Ms. Kaiswatum has started developing a
good working relationship with parents of
children in her class. “Parents have expressed to me that they have seen positive
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changes in their children, and they are excited to see such good changes,” explained
Ms. Kaiswatum. “Some parents have told
me their child is coming out of their shell, others say their children are staying consistent
and getting into a routine. I keep in contact
with the parents through school wellness
checks, phone calls and written notes. My
approach is to build relationships and create
consistency. When the school was closed
due to the pandemic and then was reopened,
I had to rebuild the relationships with the parents and start over with the students.”
The research that Ms. Kaiswatum has done
has shown her that she has not seen similar
programs in other schools. Many schools do
not offer separate programming.

Central First Nations Education Partnership
has been operating the school. She said, “I
appreciate the helpful tutoring by the Information Technology Staff and the professional development is great for both teachers and
educational assistants.”
The Social-Emotional Teacher likes the feeling
of helping a student learn, she says she likes
the position, loves what she does and adds,
“It is not always easier working with students
who give other teachers a hard time.”
During the interview, it is easy to understand
that Ms. Kaiswatum is both dedicated and
committed to her students, with the goal of
assisting her students to become more successful in both learning and life.

When the school was closed, Ms. Kaiswatum tried to teach her older students online
using Class DoJo. However, due to several
reasons such as a lack of WiFi strength or no
access to WiFi, the results were not what she
wanted. She ordered some gadgets from
art supply stores which are designed to help
distract students with attention issues from
moving around.
Ms. Kaiswatum has noticed a better environment around the school since the East

Work of students in the class of SocialEmotional Teacher Fayth Kaiswatum
Kindergartener Sebastian Brittain

Artwork of Evrik Head, a Grade 5 student

A collage created by Mya Sanderson, a Grade 5 student.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Sharon Mckay, Grade
6 Teacher at Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
becoming familiar with Google
Classroom and encouraging
students to complete
assignments, delivering
homework and food packages.
Sharon Mckay is a veteran teacher at Bernard Constant Community School (BCCS)
and says, “During the Year-in-Review 20202021, I missed the in-person energy present
in a classroom. I spent countless hours
learning to use technology and numerous
programs to enforce academic success for
my students. My time involved teaching
online, planning, providing hard copy assignments and assessing the completed
assignments. I am extremely grateful for
our administration guiding us through these
unknown times.”
A teacher at BCCS since 2002, Ms. Mckay
currently teaches Grade 6. She has taught
Physical Education for five years, Grade 8
for a couple of years, Grade 5 and threefour split. She prefers Grade 6 because she
believes the students are maturing, becoming more independent and wanting to learn
more.
Her home is James Smith Cree Nation and
she is a member of the First Nation.
She attended the Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher Education Program (SUNTEP)
in Prince Albert. She originally studied Early
Childhood Education and later transferred
to Education, graduating with a Bachelor

Sharon Mckay

of Education with a major in Native Studies
and a minor in English in 2001.
She always knew she wanted to be a teacher. After she left high school, she became
a secretary, but always thought of being a
teacher. “I wanted to be a teacher because
I knew that it would be more rewarding than
being a secretary,” she said.
When BCCS closed classroom learning in
October of 2020, she had to perform online
learning using Google Classroom. “I found
learning Google Classroom challenging and
I remember spending hour after hour watching videos of how to perform this task,” said
Ms. Mckay. She was part of a team that
delivered food packages to students attending BCCS.
In her class during the Year-in-Review, April
1, 2020, to March 31, 2021, she had 28
students, with seven learning online and the
remaining 21 being taught via homework
packages. As for the difference between
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the number of online learners and those
completing homework packages, Ms. Mckay believes several factors were involved.
“Some students had issues getting online,
some forgot their email address and others
had trouble waking up and getting ready
for the 10 am start time for online learning,”
she said. “I did have contact with a few
parents who would email or phone to discuss their child’s progress or situation.”
Ms. Mckay knows she missed her students
and missed the dynamics of classroom
instruction, the day-to-day interaction with
them. “When we did go back to half-classes, I realized I missed the social interactions, seeing teachers, just being in the
classroom. I also missed sports.”
Since this is the first year the East Central
First Nations Education Partnership has
assumed control of BCCS, Ms. Mckay has
noticed that there is an increased emphasis
on technology in the form of more comput-

Arianna Stonestand made a birdhouse in her
Industrial Arts Class

ers in the classroom and of course, learning
via Google Classroom. “Computers in the
classroom now are a plus and a positive
step forward.”
Other changes that Ms. Mckay has observed are more textbooks for Mathematics,
Science and Social Studies now as previously students had to share, Literacy books
for English Language Arts and new software
programs and program updates.
“We have been advised that for the end
of the year, we will have a small monetary
amount to spend on our students within the
public health restrictions for COVID-19,”
said Ms. Mckay.
“The pandemic has been an experience
and I hope we will not have to go through it
again,” she said.

Darren Head working on the computer in an
English Language Arts Class
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Cheryl Sanderson,
Grade 9 Teacher at Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
developing a Social-Emotional
Learning Program with
five main areas of social
development.
The closure of the Bernard Constant Community School (BCCS) at James Smith Cree
Nation from October of 2020 to January of
2021 because of COVID-19 was hard on
the students. They could no longer meet at
school and socialize, according to Grade 9
Teacher Cheryl Sanderson.
“I think it is safe to say that everyone was
frustrated because of the closure of the
school, the students, the parents and the
teachers,” said Ms. Sanderson. “Students
were excited to return, they came back
and wanted to learn. When the students
returned to the classroom, I found that I
had to review the material that was previously taught in September and October.”
A member of the Chakastaypasin Band,
she started teaching at BCCS in 2015.
Previously, Ms. Sanderson taught at Montreal Lake Cree Nation, Red Earth Cree
Nation and Thunderchild First Nation. She
graduated from Carleton High School
in Prince Albert and then enrolled in the
Indian Teacher Education Program (ITEP)
at the University of Saskatchewan. She
graduated in the 2010s with a Bachelor of
Education with a major in Native Studies
and minor in English.

Cheryl Sanderson

The subjects being taught to the Grade 9
class consist mostly of mandatory subjects
according to the Saskatchewan Curriculum. The class topics include Cree, Cree
Education, English, Health, Industrial Arts,
Mathematics, Physical Education, Social
Studies and Science. There are 24 students in the class.
When BCCS was closed from mid-October
to late January, online learning and homework packages became the methods of
teaching. One laptop or iPad was shared
per household for students in Grades below
12. Ms. Constant had 12 students learning
online and 12 learning via homework packages. She communicated with the students
and parents using texts and emails.
Some students could not participate in
online learning due to difficulties with WiFi.
Some live beyond the range of the WiFi and
others had issues logging in. She believes
if the school closes again, they will have a
better success rate with online learning.
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Ms. Sanderson was involved in delivering
homework packages and food deliveries.
“We went in groups making the deliveries
and we heard the frustrations people were
experiencing first-hand,” said Ms. Sanderson. “We also spoke to members on the
phone and heard similar comments.”
Always being a volunteer at heart, Ms.
Sanderson has a motto, “I always help my
fellow band members, all the residents of
our community. I like to think that I also
want to help my students, as I am committed and dedicated to their learning.”

“Now there are more textbooks, all of my
students have iPads in the classroom and
the teachers are getting the equipment
and other supplies we really need,” she
said. “If I need information technology
support with issues like going online, I can
ask Glen (Head) and receive the training
I need. In general, the entire school staff
pitched in and students got fed and homework packages were delivered and the staff
pulled together as a team.”

Ms. Sanderson thinks the school is much
better off now under the East Central First
Nations Education Partnership’s operation.

Grade 9 Science Class: Jarell Constant uses a microscope in class at Bernard Constant Community School.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Verna Sanderson,
Grade 7 Teacher at Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
making homework packages
and delivering homework and
food packages.
Verna Sanderson, a member of the
Chakastaypasin Band, has been teaching at
Bernard Constant Community School since
August of 2001. Ms. Sanderson attended
the previous school at James Smith Cree
Nation, Central School and then obtained
her General Education Development.
Then she attended the Saskatchewan Urban
Native Teacher Education Program (SUNTEP) in Prince Albert and graduated with a
Bachelor of Education with a minor in Native
Studies in 2001. While attending SUNTEP,
she says, “I just loved Mathematics and
Science.”
Ms. Sanderson began her teaching career
at BCCS and has been teaching Grade 7
for a long, long time. Her current class has
33 students and when BCCS was closed
due to the pandemic from October 2020 to
January 2021, she attempted teaching her
students online. However, she says, “I tried
every day to login and it failed every time.
My students had access to WiFi and each
household had one laptop to use.”
Due to lack of success with online learning,
Ms. Sanderson turned to homework packages and noted, “17 students were delivered homework packages and 16 completed the packages. I was pleased with the
work of the 16 students who completed the

Verna Sanderson

packages. I used Facebook’s Messenger
app to prod my students along and to help
explain the concepts.”
Ms. Sanderson was also part of a team that
delivered food packages along assigned
routes. On her route, there were the households of four of her students. “I was greeted
when I went to the door by my four students
in a very positive manner, the students
would say hello teacher, when are we coming back to school.”
According to Ms. Sanderson, all her students missed coming to the classroom. The
school being closed was frustrating for the
students. The students missed everybody
and when they came back, there were additional protocols to follow. “I decided to put
them at ease and for the first few days back,
we talked about everything under the sun
that was bothering them,” commented Ms.
Sanderson.
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Ms. Sanderson said she had learned how to
use Google Classroom but since she could
not use it, she often would receive phone
calls from the parents. She believes she
has had a good relationship with both the
students and their parents.
Now that school has reopened, Ms. Sanderson mentions how the computer system is
now using the Google docs app as a backup system and she thinks this new system
is much better.
Ms. Sanderson has noticed improvements
at BCCS due to the East Central First
Nations Education Partnership taking over
responsibility for the school. “There are lots
of changes, more notices, we now have a
research engine to surf the internet, good
WiFi, everything is there. We can send
home everything for students. There is a
considerable amount of supplies, especially
more textbooks, in subjects like Mathematics, Sciences and Social Studies. Lots
more professional development and we had
just started going to Nipawin to the Partner-

ship’s Sub-office for training when the virus
struck hard.”
The pandemic has been hard on people’s
mental health, and now with our schedule
classes are held on Mondays and Wednesdays and Tuesdays and Thursdays while
Friday is for deep cleaning our classrooms.
“These are trying times,” she said.
In the future, when the pandemic is over,
Ms. Sanderson is looking forward to reviving extracurricular activities, taking field
trips and engaging in land-based learning.
She references how previously, her students
toured some energy-efficient houses, and
how her students were fascinated with how
the house was constructed to make it more
efficient in consuming energy and how configurations could save money.
“I am looking forward to the fall, and I hope
everything returns to normal. I feel for the
students who have missed so much of their
studies, English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies,” she said.

Assisting a student: (left to right) Grade 7 Teacher Verna Sanderson works with Rashaud Burns on Mathematics.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Mervin Whitehead,
Physical Education Teacher at Bernard
Constant Community
School
Accomplishments include
learning to direct staff,
learning to slow down and
developing more passion for
his community members.
Teaching at Bernard Constant Community
School (BCCS) on the James Smith Cree
Nation (JSCN) runs in the family of Mervin
Whitehead, the Physical Education Teacher at
the school. Several of Mr. Whitehead’s family
either taught or are teaching at the school.
His late mother was a Cree Teacher, his sister,
Ida Burns is the Mathematics Catalyst, his
brother Roger Whitehead is the Cree Teacher and his daughter Fayth Kaiswatum is the
Social-Emotional Teacher all at BCCS.
Mr. Whitehead explains that his late mother
and oldest sister Mrs. Burns encouraged him
to become a teacher. His wife has a career in
teaching at the Early Childhood Level 3 but is
currently not teaching. His wife and himself
encouraged their daughter Ms. Kaiswatum to
become a teacher too. “My entire family has
a history of a long line of teachers,” he said.
A member of the Peter Chapman Band, he
began his teaching career at Wahpeton Dakota Nation in December of 2013. He attended
Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher Education Program (SUNTEP) in Prince Albert
and graduated with a Bachelor of Education
in 2013. A graduate of BCCS in 1992, he
started teaching at the school in September
of 2018. He teaches Physical Education to

Mervin Whitehead

students from Nursery to Grade 12. Physical
Education is compulsory up to Grade 9 and
then is an elective from Grades 10 to 12. Mr.
Whitehead notes many students prefer to take
Physical Education as an elective in the high
school Grades 10 to 12 instead of Industrial
Arts. He believes many of the students who
chose Physical Education want to be active
even though he tries to encourage students to
take a course like welding in Industrial Arts.
Mr. Whitehead’s philosophy is to give the
younger students the same opportunity as
the older ones only on a smaller level. He
comments, “The older students in the higher
grades influence the younger ones, so they
too want to play sports such as basketball
and soccer.”
When the pandemic is over, Mr. Whitehead
would like the students from JSCN to travel
to other communities to participate in sports.
“Previously, when BCCS was one of the
schools receiving Second Level Services from
the Prince Albert Grand Council, we travelled
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to communities such as the La Ronge Indian
Band’s community of Little Red River, Montreal Lake Cree Nation, Sturgeon Lake First
Nation and Duck Lake, the administrative
centre for the Beardy’s and Okemasis Cree
First Nation. In the future, I would like to
further explore having BCCS join the Saskatchewan High School Athletics Association. When I attended BCCS years ago we
travelled to Duck Lake, Muenster and North
Battleford participating in sporting events
there. I am looking forward to travelling to
Cumberland House Cree Nation and participating in sporting activities with students
from Nisto Awasisak Memorial School.”
During the period when the school was
closed, Mr. Whitehead was involved in
directing the staff making the food hampers for delivery to all homes at JSCN.
Mr. Whitehead details what he considers
accomplishments from this task. “First
I learned to direct many of the staff with
packing, delivering and stocking of perishables and non-perishables to all homes on
the reserve, and a few homes off-reserve.
Secondly, I learned to slow down and take
my time because rushing around many of us
would make mistakes and have to go back
and correct them. Lastly, I became more
compassionate with our community, which
came together during such a hard time.”
This is the first year that the East Central First
Nations Education Partnership has been ad-

Basketball: Grade 9 student Rainie Stonestand shoots free throws.

ministering the school at JSCN. Mr. Whitehead has noticed some changes.
He describes how he has been able to
secure more sporting equipment for the
students attending his classes. “I purchased
a scoreboard that is for the gymnasium and it
should arrive shortly, and I have been provided with $500 twice to buy some equipment
such as basketballs and soccer balls. Golfing is popular amongst the senior grades
and I have purchased a couple of sets of golf
clubs and along with my clubs I borrow my
wife’s set and my son-in-law’s set and the
students enjoy hitting the balls in the field. I
am hoping for my Principal Cecilia Twist and
the Director of Education Randy Constant to
approve of golfing for the day with the students in Grades 11 and 12.”

Down Time-Grade 2 on the swing structure: (left
to right clockwise) Desiray Sanderson-Parsons,
Zekaya Burns, Catallena Burns, Dezavion Settee,
Molly Charles and Terri-Lynn Sanderson.

Golf: Jenelle Head, Grade 9, practices Putting.

Volleyball: Sage Stonestand-Checkosis practices serving.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Roger Whitehead,
Cree Language and Culture Teacher at
Bernard Constant
Community School
Accomplishments include
students retaining more of
their Cree Language because
of the smaller class size.
Roger Whitehead became a teacher because of the encouragement of his late
mother Verna who was a role model. “My
mother set an example for me and my
siblings to follow. She went to university
later in life, became a teacher and taught at
Central School and Bernard Constant Community School (BCCS),” said Mr. Whitehead.
His brother Mervin Whitehead and his sister
Ida Burns are teachers and his daughter
Lacy Whitehead is an Educational Assistant.
“I keep trying to motivate Lacy to finish
higher education,” proclaims Mr. Whitehead.
Mr. Whitehead has been the Cree Language
and Culture teacher at BCCS since September of 2018. He attended university in Regina and later transferred to the University
of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, graduating
with a Bachelor of Education.
His first teaching position was at BCCS.
He taught there for several years then took
some time off. He later taught at Red Earth
Cree Nation for a year. He returned to BCCS
where he filled the Cree Culture and Native Studies Programs. Mr. Whitehead has
had many different roles at BCCS including
elementary and middle school home rooms,
physical education, guidance counsellor, and
now Cree, Culture, and Native Studies.

Roger Whitehead

I am relearning the language as I teach.” He
spoke Cree at home until he was six-yearsold and then he was sent off to residential
school.
Now he teaches the Cree Language and
Culture to all grades, including Cree 30
which is Grade 12. Clara Head is his Educational Assistant.
A member of the Peter Chapman Band, Mr.
Whitehead notes, “Cree is part of our Culture and our young people need to become
familiar with at least the basics of our language. Hopefully, some of our young people will continue on to become fluent Cree
speakers. Many of our fluent Cree speakers
at JSCN have passed away and most of the
older residents of the community, meaning
60 years plus, are taking their language with
them when they pass.”
BCCS uses the quad system of learning and
there are four quads in the year. The first
quad involves all elementary classes learning
Cree. Students in elementary classes have

27

30 minutes of Cree Language and Culture
for four days in a six-day cycle, amounting
to two hours in the six days. Students in
Grades 10-12 receive up to three hours of
instruction for quads two and four.
While BCCS was closed, Mr. Whitehead
tried some online learning using Google
Classroom.
According to Mr. Whitehead, COVID-19 has
placed restrictions on his teaching activities
as most classes are held indoors now. He
would like to have had more outdoor class
activities such as holding cookouts on an
open fire and eating wild game such as
ducks, elk, moose and rabbit. His indoor
activities include drum making, ribbon shirt
and skirt making. “Learning now is more
hands-on, students are paying attention in
class as the class size is limited to 15 students, one group Monday and Wednesday
and the other group Tuesday and Thursday,” he said.

Cree Language and Cultural Class: Clara Head is
the Education Assistant in Teacher Roger Whitehead’s class.

Mr. Whitehead thinks that during the Yearin-Review with the East Central First Nations Education Partnership assuming
responsibility for BCCS, there are more
learning opportunities for our students with
a greater amount of human and educational
resources.
He is patiently waiting for the pandemic to
end so he can take his students on field
trips. “Field trips are an ideal time to combine learning both the Cree Language and
Culture,” commented Mr. Whitehead.
He hopes that his students will continue to
practice the Cree Cultural aspects in their
lives and that he has given them an insight
into the knowledge contained in the Cree
Language and Culture. “I hope that my students will have enough background in Cree
to take classes at a university level.”

Cree Language and Culture Class: (sitting) Grade
11 student Autumn Marion and Teacher Roger
Whitehead.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Georgette Chaboyer,
Grade 5 Teacher at Nisto Awasisak
Memorial School
Accomplishments include
continuing to prepare lessons
for teaching students.
Georgette Chaboyer is a Grade 5 teacher at Nisto Awasisak Memorial School
(NAMS) and believes being a good teacher
involves preparing for lessons. “I work
hard at my job, I am well-prepared when
it comes to having assignments and units
prepared, I correct work daily,” said Ms.
Chaboyer. “Being prepared helps alleviate
classroom management. If the students
are engaged and busy, they don’t have the
time to get into trouble.”
A member of the Cumberland House Cree
Nation, Ms. Chaboyer started teaching at
NAMS in 2001. Previously she has taught
Kindergarten, Grades 1, 5, 7 and 8 and
enjoys teaching all grades.
She did not always want to be a teacher.
When she was in Grade 12, her teacher encouraged her to be a teacher. Her
Grade 12 teacher kept encouraging her
and she says, “I went for it and I enjoy it.
Watching the students grow is one of the
aspects of teaching I love.”
While growing up in Cumberland House,
Ms. Chaboyer attended Charlebois School,
graduating in 1995. She attended the
Northern Teacher Education Program in La
Ronge, graduating in September of 2000,
with a Bachelor of Education Degree.
Ms. Chaboyer had no desire to teach anywhere else but in Cumberland House. “My

Georgette Chaboyer

grandparents live in Cumberland House
and my family does too. We’re all here
and I wanted to be close to them,” she
says. Ms. Chaboyer and her husband are
the parents of five children, one of whom
will be in Grade 7 this coming fall and the
other in Grade 11 this fall. The children
attend Charlebois School in the Village of
Cumberland House.
The students in Ms. Chaboyer’s class are
always on her mind. During the pandemic,
her level of worry has increased. “I care
about my student’s well-being.” The size
of her classroom is 14 students and presently, 11 students attend classes. She prepares school work packages for the three
who are being homeschooled.
Ms. Chaboyer practices what she preaches. To be a prepared teacher, she spends
four or five hours preparing for teaching
lessons on the current schedule at NAMS,
Monday to Thursday. After Thursdays, she
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then goes home and marks the student’s
work and makes corrections.
She firmly believes that taking the time
to be fully prepared to teach a lesson
means not scrambling to prepare and
that it shows the students that she has a
lesson that is ready to teach.
Ms. Chaboyer notes that she likes keeping parents up-to-date on their child’s
progress. While there may be three
reporting periods, she does not wait for
a reporting period to advise the parent
if their child is struggling or doing well.
“These days, due to the pandemic, I
phone the parents instead of meeting
with them in person,” she says.
“A teacher must understand that not all
students are the same. A teacher must
be able to tell the difference, as now I

have different levels of learning amongst
my students and I have to adjust or
adapt my teachings to meet the needs
of my students.”

Working in class: (centre Royal Whitehead, left Tanner
Dussion and at the back Logan Carriere) Students in
Georgette Chaboyer’s Grade 5 class at Nisto Awasisak
Memorial School are working on an assignment

Georgette Chaboyer’s Grade 5 class at NAMS: Students work in the Grade 5 class on assignments
provided by the teacher and Ms. Chaboyer believes preparation is the key to keeping students busy in
the classroom.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Bev Cheechoo, Grade 6
Teacher at Nisto Awasisak Memorial
School
Accomplishments include
having the students return to
in classroom learning.
Nisto Awasisak Memorial School was
closed from October to January during the
Year-in-Review due to the pandemic and it
has been open to students since late January. Bev Cheechoo, a Grade 6 Teacher,
says, “Since students have returned, they
are enjoying their classroom time, their
classmates and they enjoy sitting at their
desks and performing their work at their
desks. The students have been working
hard to finish the term.”
During the time the school was closed, Ms.
Cheechoo believes the students missed
socializing with their friends. “For my
students’ school serves as both a learning
centre and a place where students meet
with their friends and hang out and interact
in many different ways,” she noted.
“With school closed, students missed this
opportunity and now that it is open, some
parents continue to keep their children at
home because of the pandemic,” she stated. The size of her classroom is supposed
to be 17 kids but is only 11.
During the time NAMS was not open,
homework/food packages were sent home
for the students. Ms. Cheechoo prepared
packages for her students and comments,
“I got some homework packages back from
certain families and others I did not.”
Ms. Cheechoo teaches Grade 6 and has
been teaching this grade since 2020. Pre-

Bev Cheechoo

viously she taught Grades 8 and 4 at NAMS
and Northlands College in Cumberland
House for a year. She began her teaching
career at Charlebois School in 1979.
A member of the Moose Cree First Nation
located at Moose Factory in Ontario, Ms.
Cheechoo’s home community is Cumberland House. Ms. Cheechoo has worked as
a recruiter for the Detour gold mine and also
for her First Nation in administration.
Ms. Cheechoo earned a Bachelor of Education from the University of Regina in 1985
and then took classes during the summer
and online towards a Bachelor of Arts at the
University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.
She is currently working on her Master’s
Program with two classes from the University of Alberta.
When thinking of the changes at NAMS
over the last few years, Ms. Cheechoo mentions the Literacy Room and has high praise
for the impact it is having on students. “I
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believe Literacy is important, I think reading
expands a student’s horizons, the more a
child reads, the more they comprehend.
Through reading, a child is given ideas. It
makes them think of goals they can achieve
through reading and they start feeling good
about themselves.”

foundation and make progress in both
reading and comprehension, you are going
to fall flat in your later years of high school.
Problems with reading for students means
that the student was not taught how to
read properly and to comprehend what the
student was reading.”

She believes the Literacy Room and the
resources it contains provides the teachers
and the students with the ability to measure
a student’s level of reading and their comprehension of what they read. “It is important for a student to see their progress.”

Ms. Cheechoo believes the same principles
apply to Mathematics. Students need to
start at their level and then build up their
skills in mathematics until they have a firm
foundation. If they do not have that firm
foundation, there is no point in moving
forward if you can’t perform at your current
level.

“My students love reading, I read to them
every day,” she states. “Literacy is the
start of a firm foundation for a young student in Pre-kindergarten and Grade 1 and
if you keep making progress in both reading and comprehension, you will succeed
at school. If you don’t establish that firm

The Partnership has offered several workshops for teachers at NAMS during the
Year-in-Review. Ms. Cheechoo has attended a few and says, “I love the workshops.”

Teacher Bev Cheechoo’s Grade 6 Mathematics Session: (back left to right) Teagan Stewart, Jasmine Dussion, Teshia Rabbitskin, Nicholas Crane and Kemp Settee.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Cadena Deschambeault,
Grade 2 Teacher at Nisto Awasisak
Memorial School
Accomplishments include
using the Literacy Room, her
students mastering the fourth
booklet of the Jolly Phonics
Program and learning Google
Classroom and Class DoJo.
The construction of a new playground at
Nisto Awasisak Memorial School (NAMS)
will bring children back to Cumberland
House Cree Nation to play from the Village
of Cumberland House, according to Cadena Deschambeault, a Grade 2 Teacher at
NAMS. “Students and their parents are excited about the recreation opportunities that
the new structures will provide. Charlebois’s current playground equipment is
much newer than the equipment at NAMS.”
Ms. Deschambeault, a member of the
Cumberland House Cree Nation, graduated
from NAMS in 2001. She worked at several jobs after graduating from high school,
working as a secretary in the First Nation’s
administration office, secretary for medical
transportation and went to post-secondary
for cooking.
In 2013 she was a teaching assistant and
during this time, she provided support to a
young girl with cerebral palsy. At the time,
she saw a lack of programming for students
with special needs. Seeing this, she was
inspired to become a teacher.
After deciding what she wanted to do, she
enrolled in the Northern Teacher Education
Program at Northlands College in La Ronge

Cadena Deschambeault

and graduated with a Bachelor of Education
Degree. She started teaching in 2016 at
NAMS and she became the Grade 2 teacher
in 2020. She taught Kindergarten at NAMS
in 2019.
When NAMS was closed to in-class learning from October to January, students
were homeschooled. Since that time, both
parents and students in Grades 4 to 9 have
been trained to log in to their account. The
software is called Class DoJo. She has
learned how to use Google Classroom too.
Ms. Deschambeault says, “Parents need to
know how to assist their child or children
with online learning.” She thinks the NAMS
administration should have a day for parents to be trained and mentored. One of
the issues with online learning is that the
Wi-Fi is quite slow in the community and
many houses in the community do not have
Wi-Fi access to an iPad, laptop or phone.
Ms. Deschambeault knows it is important to
learn online if there is going to be another
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NAMS school closure. “When the school
reopened, I had to reteach the students the
same material I had taught them previously
to get them back on track to their Grade
Level before the school closure,” noted Ms.
Deschambeault.
During the homeschooling, the focus was
on Literacy and Mathematics and after
students returned to in-class learning, Ms.
Deschambeault began teaching other subjects such as boundary and safety zones
for their bodies and health, what community members do in the community and the
different roles of workers in society.
Ms. Deschambeault sees the Literacy
Room as a great benefit to the students.
“The room and the resources are a benefit
to the teachers too,” said Ms. Deschambeault. “We can go in and sign out books
and Anna Carriere, the Literacy Consultant
comes to the school and trains teachers on
the resources, listens in the classroom and
provides advice and guidance. Ms. Carriere works closely with Carmelle Cook, the
Literacy Catalyst at NAMS and the teachers
work closely with Ms. Cook.” She consid-

ers the support being provided on Literacy
as an extension of professional development. Her students have learned their
Jolly Phonics booklets up to the fourth
booklet.
“Literacy is an important part of learning.
If a student is going to progress through
the grades, they must know how to read
sounds and basic words. The quicker a
student learns how to read, the brighter the
future for the child and it helps with on-line
learning,” commented Ms. Deschambeault.
“The Partnership has drastically improved
the frequency of professional development,
and this has resulted in a more positive
working environment,” said Ms. Deschambeault. “We as teachers are recognized for
what we accomplish in our classrooms.”
Every Friday at NAMS is sanitation day
for half of the school day and then the
other half of the day is for professional
development for teachers to better understand the families, the students and the
COVID-19 situation.

Land-based Learning Class: Cadena Deschambeault’s Grade 2 class attended a Land-based Learning class
on how to pick wîhkês (wee-kess) which is the Cree word for rat root. The students harvested rat root and
then distributed in the community.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Robert Lindsay, Viceprincipal and High School Teacher
at Nisto Awasisak
Memorial School
Accomplishments include
establishing a protocol for
adapting to student needs.
Nisto Awasisak Memorial School Vice-principal Robert Lindsay points to the workshop organized by the East Central First
Nations Education Partnership (ECFNEP) in
August of 2020 at Nipawin as a milestone
for teachers and students as a protocol was
decided upon, which will in the long-term
result in making teachers more accountable
in their positions.
Known as the Danielson Framework, the
process identifies the teacher’s responsibilities towards improving student learning.
The Danielson Framework was developed
in 1996 by Charlotte Danielsen. It identifies aspects of a teacher’s responsibilities
through empirical studies and is designed
to improve student learning. A teacher evaluation model was established to
set standards for professional dialogue
to improve individual teaching practices.
The model sets a structure for mentoring,
coaching and professional development for
the teacher.
“The aim of the ECFNEP using the Danielson Framework will be to focus on the
student, lessen student anxiety and improve knowledge acquisition,” says Mr.
Lindsay. “Teachers will clearly see in black
and white what the school’s expectations
are concerning teaching the students. In

Robert Lindsay

this process, there is a role for the parents
or guardians to play to assist their child
or children to learn.” For example, the
Vice-principal points out that in the area of
Literacy, the parent or guardian is expected
to sit with the student and have the student
read to them.
Mr. Lindsay mentions that while NAMS was
closed from October to January, students
were taught by homeschooling. Looking
back at the situation, Mr. Lindsay considers
the experience as a learning experience
for all involved. “For the time and energy
that was expended by all, the results did
not show a great return.” After considering
the reasons for the results, Mr. Lindsay has
concluded that homeschooling was difficult
for some parents, as the task may have
been beyond them and particular students
did not see the benefits in completing the
work or simply did not bother to do it.
NAMS did not use online learning to teach
students when it was closed. “If the school

35

is closed again, we have learned from the
past experience and now would be in much
better position to offer online learning.
There are more computers and iPads available for students at NAMS and teachers
have been trained in using specific programs for online learning.”
At NAMS during the Year-in-Review, there
has been a big push to acquire several more
textbooks for students and Mr. Lindsay
describes this as proactive and a positive
move. He mentions the Literacy Room and
the resources it contains as another positive
move for the school and the students.
Another area where resources have been
purchased is in Mathematics. Manipulators are concrete objects that allow
students to explore an idea in an active,
hands-on approach. These objects can
be blocks, shapes spinners or paper that
has been cut or folded. Lab materials for
mathematics and science have also been
acquired.
Mr. Lindsay teaches Grades 10 to 12 and
has been at NAMS for nine years. Previously he taught at Black Lake, Pelican
Lake and Thunderchild First Nations in
Saskatchewan. He also taught in Oxford
House at the Bunibonibee Cree Nation for
23 years. Mr. Lindsay has been a teacher
for 38 years.

Mr. Lindsay would like to see NAMS have
a career day where workers from various
careers come into the school and talk
about their career, how they started, what
they enjoy and what they do. He wants to
see workers from a variety of careers, as
students at NAMS see persons working in
their profession, but mostly there are only
three professions they see, nurses, police
officers and teachers.
A teacher who loves his profession, Mr.
Lindsay speaks with conviction when he
says, “I love engaging minds and developing
individuals so that they grow, mature and
find their niche in a career that they love.”

Chemistry 30 at Nisto Awasisak Memorial School:
Chemistry Teacher Robert Lindsay works with (left)
student Brady Cook and Courtney McKay during
Chemistry Class.

At the age of 25 years-old, he graduated
from Lakehead University in Thunder Bay
with Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of
Education Degrees. “Back then, teaching
positions were scarce and hard to secure. I
applied everywhere and I got the position in
Oxford House,” he said.
With the Partnership assuming responsibility for the pay system for the teachers
at NAMS, Mr. Lindsay has noticed changes. “There is a focus on new things, a new
sense of direction, a purpose, more of an
emphasis on professional development to
keep abreast of the latest trends and developments,” he said.

Assisting with learning: Teacher Robert Lindsay
helps Grade 12 student Brady Cook with some Chemistry 30 issues.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Jacqueline McAuley,
Grade 4 Teacher at Nisto Awasisak
Memorial School
Accomplishments include
discussing an outcome on
schoolwork and having the
students understand the
benefits of learning the
particular schoolwork.
Jacqueline McAuley, a Grade 4 Teacher at
Nisto Awasisak Memorial School (NAMS)
believes the environment at the school is
progressing positively as a result of the
influence and actions of the East Central
First Nations Education Partnership. “There
is excitement around NAMS with the new
playground going to be installed, having the
Literacy and Social-Emotional Consultants
to provide advice and guidance and the
professional development opportunities for
teachers,” said Ms. McAuley. “More financial resources are being provided to the
school by the First Nation and all in all there
seems to be a higher level of confidence
amongst the staff at the school.”
A member of the Cumberland House Cree
Nation, Ms. McAuley started teaching in her
home community in October of 2020. She
previously taught at Nibwakawigamig Kinistin Education Centre located on the Kinistin
Saulteaux Nation, and Charlebois Community School. She wanted to come back
to her home and work for her First Nation.
She was late starting teaching at NAMS as
she had to move home.
A graduate of the University of Saskatchewan, she obtained a Bachelor of Education

Jacqueline McAuley

Degree in 2018. She loves living back in her
community and teaching at NAMS.
With her students, Mrs. McAuley discusses
what the learning outcomes will be from
completing an assignment, class, course
or program and this helps students understand why the knowledge and skills learned
will be useful to them now and in the future.
“If students understand the outcomes, then
they know if they move forward.”
She believes students would rather learn in
person in the classroom than being homeschooled or taught online. “Students are
used to being with each other, seeing their
friends at school and interacting with each
other in person,” she said. “With homeschooling, those opportunities do not exist.”
The Literacy Room at NAMS is an excellent resource and has lots of good books
for the students according to Ms. McAuley.
“Analyzing a student’s reading can produce
good data and help a teacher determine
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what strategy to use to help the student,”
she says. She thinks being proficient in
Literacy sets a firm foundation to learn, and
she says, “The role of the teacher is to find
out where to help the student, test them on
their reading and then you know how to assist the student with fluency and sounds as
it pertains to reading.” She believes teaching is more about teaching in the classroom
than assigning homework.
Mrs. McAuley said, “I know students need
to become visual learners, we visualize
as we read and then we read fluidly. If a
student does not visualize, then they try to
read rushed and do not focus on fluency.
When a person reads, they make personal
connections with what they are reading to
better understand the story.” As an example, she cites a story about a lost dog.

“I remember how I lost my dog, so there is
a personal connection or recalling a previously read story.”

Assiting: (left to right) Nisto Awasisak Memorial School
Grade 4 Teacher Jacqueline McAuley works with student
Hudson Mckay on an assignment.

Cleanup at NAMS: (left to right) Dale Stewart, Kelis Settee, Uriah Goulet, Teacher Jacqueline McAuley and
Hilda Thomas.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Linda Mckay, Grade 3
Teacher at Nisto Awasisak Memorial
School
Accomplishments include
preparing and delivering home
school packages focusing on
English Language Arts and
Mathematics, delivering food
vouchers and continuing to
prepare lessons for teaching
students.
Linda Mckay is a teacher at Nisto Awasisak Memorial School (NAMS) who has
had a 27-year teaching career and was
raised with her parents telling her that
education was important. Her parents
told her to get an education and go out
and do something with her life, to get a
career and forget about welfare. She has
three daughters and she told her daughters the same thing she was told when
growing up. Her daughters are all teachers, her oldest is a superintendent of
Education at Meadow Lake Tribal Council,
another daughter teaches at Alexander
First Nation and another teaches at Onion
Lake Cree Nation. She encouraged her
daughters to become teachers.
Ms. Mckay has no regrets about becoming
a teacher. She became interested in teaching seeing her brother and sister-in-law
graduate from the Indian Teacher Education
Program (ITEP) and then began thinking
about pursuing teaching as a career.
A member of the Cumberland House Cree
Nation, Ms. Mckay obtained her Grade 12

Linda Mckay

at Saskatoon Community College and then
graduated from ITEP in Saskatoon with a
degree in Native Studies and Language Arts
in 1994.
She has taught in communities such as
Sandy Bay, Red Earth, Big River and Joseph Big Head in Saskatchewan and Whitefish and Enoch in Alberta. “I wanted to
experience teaching at other First Nation
communities as I wanted to learn about
their culture and traditions. When I was
young, I just wanted to explore,” she commented. “I enjoy teaching tremendously,
and now I just want to retire and die in my
home community.”
Returning to her home community of
Cumberland House Cree Nation in 2016,
she taught Grade 3 and then taught
Grade 5 for two years and now is teaching
Grade 3 again.
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Now that NAMS has reopened to in-class
learning, Ms. Mckay looks back and says,
“When the school reopened, the students
were very excited, they verbalized it, they
were cautious, they wore their masks and
sanitized their hands regularly. Of course,
they are still wearing their masks, sanitizing
their hands and social distancing.”
Since the school reopened in January, Ms.
Mckay has been disappointed to see only
seven out of her 14 students attending
classes at the school. She readily admits
that it is the prerogative of the parents to
allow their children to attend classes or
be homeschooled. When the school was
closed, she compiled home school packages and delivered them to her students. She
continues doing this for the students who
are still being homeschooled.
The experience of delivering the home
school packages and the food vouchers
was excellent, according to Ms. Mckay. “I
got to know where the parents of my stu-

dents live and the parents showered me
with a genuine appreciation for the food
vouchers.”
Ms. Mckay mentions the Literacy Room
at NAMS as being an important positive benefit for the students, particularly
the younger ones. “I see such growth
in my student’s reading, I am seeing the
advancement of all students in reading.
Every school I taught at had an emphasis
on Literacy. I call reading and comprehension the “Golden Key” to a student’s future
success. If you are good in Mathematics,
you are a good reader.”
She believes the East Central First Nations
Education Partnership is working at getting
the parents and teachers functioning together by having the teachers make parents aware of what NAMS is offering. An
attendee at some of the professional development workshops, she definitely sees
such workshops as important for teachers
as they help hone their skills.

Assistance: (left to right) Serena Chaboyer, a Grade 3 student at Nisto Awasisak Memorial School, is receiving
some extra instruction in Mathematics from Linda Mckay, the Grade 3 teacher.
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Tymoor Mckay,
Practical and Applied Arts Teacher
at Nisto Awasisak
Memorial School
Accomplishments include
implementing a cell phone
policy for Grade 10.
Tymoor Mckay’s major accomplishment
for the Year-in-Review 2020-2021 was
the implementation of a cell phone policy
restricting the use of cell phones in the
grades he teaches at Nisto Awasisak Memorial School.
Mr. Mckay, the Practical and Applied Arts
Teacher for Grades 10 to 12, implemented
the policy for students because the students were using the phones during class
time which was, “disrupting the learning
process.”
He explains, “Students in Grades 11 and
12 are more mature and when I asked them
to put their phones away during class time,
they complied with my request. On the
other hand, the Grade 10 students were not
paying attention to my request to put their
phones away and those that were using
their phones during class time were affecting other students, disturbing the learning
process. I tried to work with them, encouraging them to self-control their phone
usage during class time and I even offered
them rewards to coax them to put the
phones away but that did not work.”
Mr. Mckay discussed his intentions with
the Nisto Awasisak Memorial School
(NAMS) Principal, Theresa Dussion and
she agreed. Previously there was no

Tymoor Mckay

written cell phone policy. The policy was
developed and approved for students in
Grade 10.
At first, students struggled to give up their
phones while in Mr. Mckay’s class. “This
was a new area for me and I decided to
call the parents of the three students who
were struggling the most with not using
their phones in class,” said Mr. Mckay. “I
spoke to parents of the three students and
explained how the use of cell phones in the
class was impacting their child’s learning.
The parents agreed with what I was doing.”
This is the first year that Mr. Mckay has
taught at NAMS and he enjoyed his short
time at the school. Unfortunately, Mr.
Mckay will not be returning in the upcoming school here. Mr. Mckay lives in Prince
Albert and he has young children, so he
decided that he needs to be closer to his
family. While teaching at NAMS, he stays
with his parents whom still reside in Pem-
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mican Portage a subdivision of the Village
of Cumberland House. Mr. Mckay grew up
in the community of Cumberland House.
Previously Mr. Mckay taught Adult 10 and
12 at the Saskatchewan Indian Institute of
Technologies campus at Sturgeon Lake.
He graduated from the Saskatchewan
Urban Native Teacher Education Program
(SUNTEP) four-year fully accredited Bachelor of Education Program in Prince Albert.
The program is accredited by the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. He also
holds a Masters of Northern Governance
and Development from the University of
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.
Another of Mr. Mckay’s accomplishments
during the fiscal year was working with
Cumberland House Cree Nation finance
staff member Olga Crane who arranged for
the First Nation to purchase 15 Texas Instruments TI-83 Plus Graphing Calculators
which are used in financial literacy and
contain applications for Math Foundations
20 and 30. The cost of the calculators is
about $147 each. Mr. Mckay recorded
the serial numbers of the calculators and
students were assigned calculators to use
at home on assignments.

Grade 10 Career and Workplace Education Class:
(standing and sitting) Tymoor Mckay, a high school teacher at Nisto Awasisak Memorial School and student Trent
Mckay in class.

Dinner Point: The Grade 10 class of Practical and
Applied Arts taught by Tymoor Mckay at Nisto
Awasisak Memorial School made this River epoxy
resin table in the Visual Arts Class. The table was
a team effort according to Mr. Mckay. The table
is made from walnut and is 0.762 metres (2.5) feet
wide and 1.542 metres (five feet) long.

TI-83 Plus Graphing Calculator
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on the Year-in-Review
2020-2021 with Richard Mckenzie, Cree
Language Teacher at Nisto Awasisak
Memorial School
Accomplishments include
using technology to assist with
teaching the Cree Language.
Richard Mckenzie, a member of the Cumberland House Cree Nation, was raised
in a household where his parents spoke
the Cree Language and he is fluent in the
language. Mr. Mckenzie has been the Cree
Language teacher at Nisto Awasisak Cree
Nation (NAMS) since he was 45 years old.
His teaching career began in 2010 when the
previous Cree Language teacher took time
off and he was asked if he could fill in for a
year. “Previously, I worked at several jobs
and I kinda was intrigued with the idea of
teaching for a year.”
Students at NAMS are attending classes
Monday to Thursday this year due to the
pandemic and those in Prekindergarten to
Grade 9 attend Cree classes for 30 minutes
daily and those in the high school Grades
10 to 12 are learning Cree daily from 1 to
3:30 pm. In the first grouping of students,
the younger youth learn Cree orally while in
the high school grades they must learn to
both write and pronounce the language.
Commenting on learning the Cree Language, Mr. Mckenzie Younger said, “Younger students pick up the language fast and
they will converse in Cree if they are started
in a program. At Cumberland House Cree
Nation, most of the Elders do not speak any
English so that the young students must
speak in Cree if they want to talk to their
grandparents and their parents know this.

Richard McKenzie

Most of the parents in the community are
between the ages of 20 to 35 years-old and
they can speak some of the language and
understand a few words and are not fully
able to converse in Cree.”
Mr. Mckenzie has a temporary teaching permit and he must apply every year to renew
it because he teaches high school students.
He notes that teaching Cree is assisted by
technology as the Cree dialect spoken at
Cumberland House is available in a program
on the computer which is plugged into a
whiteboard. For example, he can have five
different phrases on the blackboard in English such as, ‘get up, walk, turnaround’ and
a student has to go and pick out the correct
word from the blackboard and will say it in
Cree. He uses iPads to teach the younger
students which has software that uses the
Cumberland House Cree Nation dialect.
Every year, a Lena Stewart Cree Award is
awarded to a senior student attending the
Cree classes. The criteria are based on
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several factors such as the attendance
record in the Cree classes, the work they
perform in the class, their volunteering in
class and their ability to speak in Cree. Mr.
Mckenzie compares the selection of the
student to the qualities of being a good
citizen. The scholarship is for both work in
culture and language and the winner this
year is Courtney McKay.
Students in the Cree class attend Cultural
Camps with sessions held in the spring and
fall. One such camp was held a couple of
weeks ago and another is planned for the
second week in May. Attendance is limited
to ten students.
An activity that Mr. Mckenzie is planning
on introducing to his Cree classes is for
him to accompany a senior student to go
speak with an Elder in the community, taking their photo and conversing about their
life’s activities. He says he would attend as
the Elders are not fluent in English and the
system would then summarize the conversation using the written word. The theme of
the conversation would be the wisdom and
knowledge of the Elder being interviewed.
The summary would serve as a biographical
sketch of a particular Elder and would serve
as a historical record for the community.
Since the East Central First Nations Education Partnership has taken over responsibil-

Nisto Awasisak Memorial School Cree Students:
(left to right) Ashley Stewart, Trinah Thomas,
Richard McKenzie (teacher), Phyleen Settee and
Vanessa Budd.

ity for administering the benefits, pension
and pay system for the staff at NAMS, the
system seems to be working well. He especially likes the direct deposit system.
Mr. Mckenzie likes working with consultants Anna Carriere, Literacy, Clifford
Carriere, Land-based Learning and Sheila
Thomas, Culture and Language and believes the consultants have much to offer
as resource persons. They have talked
about a wish list of items they would like
to see the Cumberland House Cree Nation
purchase for the school and that wish list
has been tendered. “Hopefully it will be
approved one of these days,” he said.

Getting help: (standing) Nisto Awasisak Memorial
School Cree Teacher Richard Mckenzie assisting
Rene Dussion, a Grade 7 student in the subject of
the Cree Language.

Cree students in Land-based Learning activity
skinning and pelting a beaver: (left to right) Chasity McKenzie, Park Buck, Teisha Rabbitskin (holding
the skin), Kemp Settee (back of skin), Jedidiah Buck,
McKenzie Michelle and Elijah Settee.
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For further information, please
contact one of the following:
Board of Directors

Members of Executive Council

Representing Cumberland
House Cree Nation

Director of Education, Randy Constant
email: randyconstant@ecfnea.ca

Chairperson, Karen Carriere
email: karencarriere@ecfnea.ca

Superintendent of Education,
Pauline McKay
email: paulinemckay@ecfnea.ca

Vice-chairperson, Robin McKay
email: robinmckay@ecfnea.ca
Lesley Budd, member
email: lesleybudd@ecfnea.ca

Superintendent of Business Administration,
Harold (Butch) Carriere
email: haroldcarriere@ecfnea.ca

Representing
James Smith Cree Nation

Manager of Finance, Faye Head
email: fayehead@ecfnea.ca

Ellise Burns, member
email: elliseburns@ecfnea.ca

Manager of Human Resources,
Rodney Sanderson
email: rodneysanderson@ecfnea.ca

Bobbi-lee Head, member
email: bobbi-leehead@ecfnea.ca
Camellia Sanderson, member
email: camelliasanderson@ecfnea.ca

Principals of the ECFNEP Schools
Principal of Bernard Constant Community
School at James Smith Cree Nation
Cecilia Twist
email: ceciliatwist@ecfnea.ca
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Principal of Nisto Awasisak Memorial
School at Cumberland House Cree Nation,
Theresa Dussion
email: theresadussion@ecfnea.ca

Local number 1-306-805-5020
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Toll-free phone number 1-888-321-3236
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Inquiries office@ecfnea.ca
East Central First Nations Education Partnership Facebook Page at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2090099134560720
or the East Central First Nations Education Partnership Website at:
www.ecfnep.ca
Box 1180 NIPAWIN SK S0E 1E0
Building Address - 211 First Street West
Toll-free phone number - 1-888-321-3236
Local number - 1-306-805-5020
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